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Contact
Information

351 G Anne Belk Hall
Department of Government and Phone: (828) 262-6096
Justice Studies Email: brooksje1@appstate.edu
Appalachian State University Website: https://www.johnebrooks.com/
Boone, NC 28608

Research
Interests

Public Administration, Public Policy, American Politics, State and Local Politics, Political Method-
ology, Political Behavior.

Academic and
Professional
Employment

Appalachian State University

Assistant Professor of Public Administration, Department of Government
and Justice Studies August 2022 -

Auburn University at Montgomery

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science
and Public Administration August 2017 - May 2022

Duke University

Visiting Research Fellow, Social Science Research Institute July 2017 - July 2019

Postdoctoral Associate, Social Science Research Institute: Human Capital, Career Dynamics, and
Organizational Performance in the U.S. Federal Government Project July 2016 - July 2017

University of San Francisco

Adjunct Professor, Master of Public Affairs Program
Leo T. McCarthy Center for Public Service & the Common Good Fall 2015

University of California, Berkeley

Graduate Assistant, Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models Summer 2013

Education University of California, Berkeley

Ph.D., Political Science, 2016

• Dissertation: “The Commitment Credibility of Public-Employee Pensions”
• Advisor: Sean Gailmard
• Subfields: American Politics, Political Behavior, Methodology and Formal Theory

M.A., Political Science, 2009

University of Georgia

M.P.A., Specialization in Public Policy, 2008

• University-Wide Graduate School Assistantship

University of Pennsylvania

B.A., Philosophy, Politics, and Economics, 2004
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https://gjs.appstate.edu/
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http://www.aum.edu/
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https://www.duke.edu/
https://ssri.duke.edu/
https://ssri.duke.edu/
https://ssri.duke.edu/projects/human-capital-career-dynamics-and-organizational-performance-us-federal-government
https://ssri.duke.edu/projects/human-capital-career-dynamics-and-organizational-performance-us-federal-government
https://www.usfca.edu/
https://www.usfca.edu/arts-sciences/graduate-programs/public-affairs
https://www.usfca.edu/arts-sciences/graduate-programs/public-affairs
http://www.berkeley.edu/
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Research

Publications “Public-Employee Pensions and Retirements.” State and Local Government Review, 2023.

“Mind the Gap: Examining the Role of Gender in Campaign Staffing and Compensation” (with
Sara Chatfield). Online Appendix. Electoral Studies, 2020.

“Board on the Job: Public-Pension Governance in the U.S. States.” Online Appendix. Journal of
Public Policy, 2019.

“Mediating the Electoral Connection: The Information Effects of Voter Signals on Legislative Be-
havior” (with John Henderson). Online Appendix. Journal of Politics, 2016.

Selected Works in
Progress

“The Endogenous Development of Pensions and Civil-Service Systems.”

“Gender and City Budgets” (with Sara Chatfield).

“Presidential Administrations and Agency Communications” (with Nicholas Howard).

Datasets THE COMMITMENT CREDIBILITY OF PUBLIC-EMPLOYEE PENSIONS

To assess the causes and consequences of variation in pensions, I constructed a new dataset including
plan, political, and personnel variables from 103 funds in all fifty states from 2001-2016. Included
among the data is a variable for the politicization of funds’ management boards, the percentage
of retired and active employees on boards, as well as a proxy variable for the retirement rate for
public employees in each fiscal year. The creation of both of those variables required examining the
actuarial reports of all plans in my data for all years. I merged this with other actuarial information
from Boston College’s Public Plans Database.

Presentations
of Research

Association
Meetings

North Carolina North Carolina City & County Management Winter Seminar: 2023.

Joint Meeting of the North Carolina Political Science Association and North Carolina Public Ad-
ministration Alliance: 2023.

Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting: 2013, 2014, 2017, 2018, 2022.

American Political Science Association Annual Meeting: 2015, 2016, 2017, 2020.

Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting: 2015, 2019.

Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting: 2019.

Invited Talks Auburn University Political Science Department: February 2018.

Public Lectures University of Alabama School of Medicine (Montgomery, AL location): “The Development of Health
Care Policy in the United States.” February 2018, February 2019.

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0160323X221127387
https://www.dropbox.com/s/s2cb8mrhxppy364/gender-gap.pdf?dl=0
http://portfolio.du.edu/Sara.Chatfield/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7g6ucxn03pn3b78/gender-gap-appendix-Spring2020RR.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ql70jlou94swqpb/Funding_paper-REVISION-3.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pe3to00y24gx2o4/Funding_paper-online-appendix-REVISION-3.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/etgnw9hv32yzu80/HendersonBrooks2016.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/etgnw9hv32yzu80/HendersonBrooks2016.pdf?dl=0
http://www.jahenderson.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3vc6t2h0ty7zzl7/HendersonBrooks2016Appendix.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/obo3z3eo2ishlxf/AmericanPensionDevelopment7.pdf?dl=0
http://crr.bc.edu/data/public-plans-database/


Teaching Assistant Professor, Appalachian State University

• PA 5000: Research Methods: Fall 2022, Spring 2023.
• PA 5260: Organizational Theory and Behavior: Spring 2023, Fall 2023.
• PA 5460: Budget and Fiscal Administration: Fall 2022, Spring 2023.
• PA 5461: Public Financial Management: Fall 2022, Fall 2023.

Assistant Professor, Auburn University at Montgomery

• PUAD 7972: Seminar in Public Administration (Ph.D. course): Spring 2021.
• POLS 3400: Introduction to Public Administration (Undergraduate Online course): Spring 2021,

Spring 2022.
• PUAD 6040/7040: Public and Nonprofit Budgeting (MPA/Ph.D. course): Fall 2020.
• POLS 3030: State and Local Government (Undergraduate Online course): Spring 2020-2021.
• PUAD 6130/POLS 6130: Seminar in State and Local Government (MPA/MPS/Ph.D. course):

Spring 2020, Spring 2022.
• PUAD 7020: Ph.D. Seminar in Public Policy: Fall 2019.
• PUAD 6010: Introduction to Public Administration (MPA course): Fall 2018-2020.
• PUAD 6310: Urban Politics and Policy (MPA/Ph.D. course): Spring 2019, Fall 2021.
• POLS 3500: Public Policymaking (Undergraduate course): Spring 2019, Fall 2020 (Online)), Fall

2021 (Online), Spring 2022 (Online).
• PUAD 6090: MPA/MPS Capstone Seminar: Spring 2018, Fall 2018, Fall 2021.
• PUAD 7972: Ph.D. Seminar in American Politics and Public Administration: Spring 2018.
• PUAD 6070: Public Policymaking (MPA Course): Fall 2017.
• PUAD 6972/POLS 6130: State and Local Government Policy (MPA/MPS/Ph.D. course): Fall

2017. Master’s Version. Ph.D. Version.

Adjunct Professor, University of San Francisco

• Master of Public Affairs 610: Campaign Theory and Practice: Fall 2015.

Graduate Student Instructor (GSI), University of California, Berkeley

• Political Science 1: Introduction to American Politics (Head GSI): Fall 2014, Spring 2015, and
Spring 2016.

• Interdisciplinary Studies Field 187: Experiential Learning: Organizational Context, Self-Reflection,
and Professional Development (Online Course): Summer 2014 & Summer 2015.

• Political Science 1: Introduction to American Politics: Spring 2013 & Spring 2014.
• Political Science 164: Psychology of Politics: Spring 2011.
• Political Science 103: Congress: Fall 2010.
• Political Science 109: American Public Policy: Spring 2010.
• Political Science 1: Introduction to American Politics: Fall 2009.

Teaching Assistant (TA), University of Georgia

• Political Science 1101: Introduction to American Politics (Head TA): Spring 2008.
• Political Science 1101: Introduction to American Politics: Fall 2006, Spring 2007, Fall 2007.

Doctoral
Dissertation
Committees

Joint doctoral program in Public Administration and Public Policy at Auburn University and
Auburn University at Montgomery: Alicia Barnes, Olivia Cook, A.J. Good, Rania Marwan.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/db322fxee3gj71r/spring-2021-pub-admin-phd.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fczwb24ksu96kxi/spring-2021-introToPA-Syllabus.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8dis7oov0ba1gsu/fall-2020-Budgeting-Syllabus.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/wxz4dy882gdm7uu/Spring-2020-state-and-local-undergrad.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1tqtml4i4lx7v32/Spring-2020-state%20and%20local.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/m1dacehv2bsvg9n/fall-2019-policy-PhD.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fw1i4wxyihftsow/fall-2020-introToPA-Syllabus.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/us421swtzkbp952/Urban-Syllabus-Spring-2019-updated.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sbvj2ropju8z0g6/fall-2020-policymaking.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3blfce46hwc07hu/fall2018-Capstone.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gsjn47britpoww0/spring-2018-pub%20admin%20and%20american%20politics.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yatbqnxipyxi88x/fall%202017%20policymaking.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/43stu61nmorgp1b/fall-2017-state%20and%20local.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5dafva9f0sh84ob/fall-2017-state-and-local-PHD-Version.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ncqyxfumlzjeyk2/campaigns_syllabus.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/w1cpaalnv4h6c6v/Syllabus_ISF_187.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/w1cpaalnv4h6c6v/Syllabus_ISF_187.docx?dl=0


Computer
Skills

R, Stata, SQL, Python, LATEX, json

Professional
Activities

Referee: Journal of Politics, Journal of Public Policy, Journal of Public Administration Research
and Theory, Public Administration Review, Economics & Politics, Electoral Studies, Governance

Member: American Political Science Association, Southern Political Science Association, Midwest
Political Science Association

References Sean Gailmard, University of California, Berkeley
Professor of Political Science, Vice Chair of the Department for Personnel
Email: gailmard@berkeley.edu
Ph: 510-642-4677

Sarah Anzia, University of California, Berkeley
Associate Professor of Public Policy & Associate Professor of Political Science
Email: sanzia@berkeley.edu
Ph: 510-642-5431

Anthony Bertelli, Pennsylvania State University
Professor of Public Policy and Political Science
Email: bertelli@psu.edu

Margaret Weir, Brown University
Professor of Political Science and International and Public Affairs
Email: margaret weir@brown.edu
Ph: 401-863-6059
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